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BALANCED BUDGET RECONCILIATION/Medicaid Abortion Funding

SUBJECT: Balanced Budget Reconciliation Act of 1995 . . . S. 1357. Smith/Nickles motion to instruct conferees.
ACTION: MOTION AGREED TO, 56-43
SYNOPSIS: As reported, S. 1357, the Balanced Budget Reconciliation Act of 1995, will result in a balanced budget in se

years, as scored by the Congressional Budget Office (CBO). The bill will also provide a $245 billion middle-cla
tax cut, $141.4 billion of which will be to provide a $500 per child tax credit.

The Smith/Nickles motionto instruct conferees would order conferees to recede to the House amendment that would proh
Federal funding of abortions through Medicaid except to save the life of the mother or in cases of rape or incest (tiat,prohibi
known as the Hyde amendment, has been included on annual appropriations bills since 1977).

The motion was offered after all debate time had expired. However, by unanimous consent, 1 minute of debate was allow
the motion.

NOTE: The Senate earlier failed to obtain the required 60 votes to waive section 313(b)(1)(a) (the Byrd rule) of the Budget
to override a point of order that was raised against Hyde amendment language that was in the Senate bill (see voterNores39; fo
extensive debate on Federal funding of abortion, see vote Nos. 369-371 and 103d Congress, 1st session, vote No. 390).

Those favoringthe motion to instruct contended:

Congress has prohibited Federal funding of Medicaid abortions for nearly 20 years. Senators who on previous votes have of
Federal funding of abortions should support this motion.

Those opposinghe motion to instruct contended:

We beat this language once on a point of order and we will beat it again if it is put on a conference report. Sectiorodltb1(a) v

(See other side)
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codify the Hyde amendment language. That language is a discriminatory assault on the right of poor women to choose. This ban is
shortsighted, careless, and insulting to women. If this amendment passes, poor women will seek unsanitary and dangkpus back-al
abortions. They should not have to seek cheap abortions--the Federal Government should have to pay. We therefore oppose the
motion to waive.



